[Analysis of the role of caregivers in human lactation and breastfeeding].
The provision of care and support in breastfeeding and human lactation is a function of health professionals as well as of the members of the community. These functions must be appropriately defined so that the importance and degree of responsibility of health professionals and of the community be understood. The legal aspects of the practice of Lactation Consultant are discussed. The training course for Lactation Educator offered by the Maternal and Child Health Program in the Graduate School of Public Health is presented as an alternative in basic training and service. The scope of the practice of the Lactation Educator should be determined by the basic role of the graduate within the system of care for the breastfeeding mother and her infant.